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Friday, Saturday & Sunday March 7, 8 & 9 

VISION/RUCMA Series 2008 @ the Living Theatre 
Lane/Grassi/Whitecage 

Mark Whitecage : Alto saxophone, clarinet – Adam Lane : Bass –  
Lou Grassi : Drums, percussions 

A Night of Jazz Poetry (@ Yippie Museum) 
Steve Dalachinsky – Frantic Turtle – Hank Williams – Christine Timm – Corey Frost 

 MazzMuse Performance 
Mazz Swift: Violin - Very Special Guests: Vernon Reid on guitar - Jimmy Lee on lap steel 

ÒInvitation to SpringÓ 
Saco Yasuma: Alto and bamboo sax – Jason Hwang: Violin, viola – Ken Filiano: Bass 

 
 
 
Date/Time:  10:30 PM Friday, March 7th  – Lane / Grassi / Whitecage 
    8:00 PM Saturday, March 8th – A night of jazz poetry 
  10:30 PM Saturday, March 8th  – Mazz Swift solo 
    8:00 PM Sunday, March 9th – Invitation to Spring 
 
Place:  The Living Theatre - 21 Clinton Street, between Houston and Stanton  
   F to Delancey Street or J,M,Z to Essex Street 

Cost:   $10 / students and seniors: $7 

  $5 (A night of jazz poetry) 

Full Info: www.visionfestival.org  

  www.livingtheatre.org  

  Tel. 212.696.6681 

 
 
Lan e /  Gr assi  /  W h i t ecag e 
Mark Whitecage - Alto saxophone, clarinet 
Adam Lane - Bass 
Lou Grassi - Drums, percussion 
 
A cooperative trio, Lane / Grassi / Whitecage was born out of bassist Adam Lane's strong 
desire to play with saxophonist Mark Whitecage. The link between both musicians was 
drummer Lou Grassi, who works and records with both musicians in a number of groups. 
What began in the summer of 2006 as a "Let's get together and see what happens" meeting 



grew into a tight, empathetic unit able to play one another's compositions with assurance. 
Portugal's Clean Feed label immediately picked up on the group's unique sound and will 
release their debut CD in September 2008. 
 
MARK WHITECAGE (alto sax, clarinet, composer) is internationally known as a dynamic, 
ceaselessly inventive instrumentalist and composer in jazz and new music. Current projects 
include solo work featuring electronic sound exploration as well as touring and recording with 
The Nu Band (Roy Campbell, Jr., Joe Fonda,Lou Grassi) and RoMarkable withRozanne 
Levine. His latest cooperative trio, Lane / Grassi / Whitecage, will introduce their debut CD 
on Clean Feed in 2008. Whitecage has recorded over 50 albums -- a number of them award-
winning recordings on CIMP, GM Recordings and his own label, Acoustics. His 2005 
Acoustics CD, "BushWacked Ð A Spoken Opera" was voted one of the year's best by All 
About Jazz - LA. Since the 1960's he has performed and recorded with some of the leading 
artists of our time, including Jeanne Lee, Anthony Braxton, Jacques Coursil, Gunter Hampel, 
Perry Robinson, Dominic Duval, Joe McPhee, Steve Swell and Marshall Allen, in the US, 
Canada, and Europe. "The man is an absolute master of the alto saxophone and clarinet (not 
to mention a dab hand at electronics), and one of the finest and most original jazz composers 
in the world, and has been for years." Ð  
Dan Warburton, Paris Transatlantic, Signal to Noise: http://www.erjn.it/mus/whitecage.htm 
 
ADAM LANE (bassist, composer). By combining a disparate set of influences into a unique 
and personal improvisational voice, Adam Lane has become recognized as one of the most 
original creative voices in the downtown New York scene. He is the leader of several 
different ensembles that perform his original creative music compositions.  His most recent 
projects include The Adam Lane Trio, featuring legendary reedist Vinny 
Golia; Four Corners, a co-led ensemble with reedist Ken Vandermark; The Full Throttle 
Orchestra, formed to perform Lane's large group music for improvising orchestras; and an 
ongoing solo project that combines unique processed double bass improvisations with Lane's 
original storytelling. Lane is the recipient of numerous awards and grants including the Julius 
Hemphill Award for Large Ensemble Jazz Piece, several Meet the Composer awards, and a 
Paternings Scholarship award for study at the Darmstadt School for New Music where Lane 
studied double bass with Steffano Scodanibbio and attended master classes in composition 
with Karlheinz Stockhausen. Sam Prestianni of Jazzizsays of Lane's writing, "His confidence 
and confrontational prowess as well as his abiding sense of lyricism and heavy-groove power 
place him in the lineage of forward-jazz adventurism."   
http://www.adamlane.org/  
 
LOU GRASSI (drums, composer)is internationally known for his work in both the traditional 
and the avant-garde jazz worlds. From the 1970's to the present, Lou has performed and/or 
recorded with a great variety of outstanding artists, including Marshall Allen, Borah 
Bergman, Rob Brown, Charles Gayle, Urbie Green, Gunter Hampel, Johnny Hartman, Sheila 
Jordan, William Parker, Perry Robinson, Roswell Rudd, John Tchicai and many others. Lou is 
the leader of the Lou Grassi PoBand which released five CDs and received critical acclaim 
worldwide. He is also a member of the collective quartet The Nu Band which tours worldwide 
and has 3 recordings out. "Lou Grassi is one of those few jazz players who is as comfortable 
with straight ahead bop as he is with ventures into the realm of the totally free and the 
creativity and energy are boundless." - Steven A. Loewy, All Music Guide to Jazz 
http://www.lougrassi.com/ 
 
 



A n ig h t  o f  j azz p oet r y  
Presented by Vision/RUCMA Series and Poetics Group of CUNY Grad Center 
 
Live sets by Steve Dalachinsky and Frantic Turtle. 
 
Hank Williams, Christine Timm, and Corey Frost will play and discuss old records of Charlie 
Mingus, Amiri Baraka, Kenneth Patchen, Last Poets and more. 
 
Steve Dalachinsky is a legendary New York downtown poet. He is active in the Free jazz 
scene. He has been writing poetry for many years and has worked with such musicians as 
William Parker, Susie Ibarra, Matthew Shipp, Roy Campbell, Daniel Carter, Sabir Mateen, 
Mat Maneri, Federico Ughi, Loren Mazzacane Connors, Rob Brown, Tim Barnes and Jim 
O'Rourke. He has appeared at most of the Vision Festivals, an Avant-jazz festival involving 
many of these musicians. He also appears often at the Knitting Factory, a unique live music 
club in Tribeca. He currently lives in Manhattan with his wife, painter and poet Yuko Otomo. 
 
Frantic Turtle merges poetry, music, and performance into philosophically viral mixtures like 
existentialist dancehall, punk-prayer, and toasted jazz poetry. It's the over-fed language of the 
urban god-piece and jumpy grooves on the background to keep your ids dancing. See 
http://www.myspace.com/franticturtle 
 
Yippie Museum, 9 Bleecker Street (off Bowery) 
$5 cover 
 
MazzMu se Per f o r m an ce 
Mazz Swift – violin  
Very Special Guests: Vernon Reid on guitar - Jimmy Lee on lap steel 
 
Mazz fiddles Celtic to Classic, composes music based off of improvisations and improvises 
over Bach and anything else she can get her hands on. SheÕs also getting very friendly with 
her looper these days. You can find her playing music NWAR  (new world acoustic rock) 
with her band Brazz Tree or as part of the conductable Arkestra Chamber known as Burnt 
Sugar, led by Greg Tate. For more information on Mazz please go to: 
http://www.mazzmuzik.com . 
 
 
" I n v i t at ion  t o  Sp r in g "  
Saco Yasuma - alto and bamboo sax 
Jason Hwang - violin, viola 
Ken Filiano – bass 
  
Saco Yasuma's new trio INVITATION TO SPRING will perform her new compositions and 
arrangements that combine folkloric melodies with innovative ideas.  The ensemble includes 
two prominent musicians, the violinist Jason Kao Hwang and the bassist Ken Filiano, whose 
broad musical sensibilities transcend traditional boundaries. This trio's music is an 
invitation to a journey towards a new beginning. 
  
 
"Yasuma shows strong evidence of her ability to dissect, deconstruct and build....... Yasuma 
sits comfortably at the cross roads of composition and freedom to make some telling 



statements. ..... She uses form and content as well as she does free idioms, making every 
phrase potent." -  All About Jazz  www.sacoyasuma.com   
  
"...his violin a sentinel for emotional power. He seems as much at ease in the ripe melodic air 
as he is on the open plateau where imagination rungs free."  - All About Jazz     
www.jasonkaohwang.com   
 
"...Mixing emotions from the heavyhearted to the blithe and power waves of energy against 
toe- tapping harmony...Like Jaco Pastorious did once with his extroverted electric bass, 
Filiano accomplishes in a more intimate acoustic setting." - All About Jazz     
www.myspace.com/kenfiliano  
 
 

Upcoming shows:  
 
 
Friday March 14 - "The Invisible Landscape"  
Daniel Carter Ð Reeds 
Nicolas Letman-Burtinovic Ð Bass 
Kirk Knuffke Ð Trumpet 
Gunter Gruner - Drums/composition 
Yusuke Yamamoto Ð Vibraphone  
 
Saturday March 15 -  Stalker  
James Keepnews - guitar and electronics 
Todd Nicholson - bass 
Mike Golub - drums 
 
Sunday March 16 - Harvest of my tongue  
Michele Blondel - author 
Mossa Bildner - composer 
Charlie Gerrard - arranger 
Personel: 
Hilliard Greene Ð bass  
Roy Campbell Ð trumpet  
Robert Brown Ð saxophone  
Mossa Bildner Ð vocals    
Michael Wimberley - Michael Wimberly  
Jorge Amorim Ð percussion  
 
Friday March 21 -  JD Allen Quartet  
JD Allen Ð tenor saxophone 
Matana Roberts Ð alto saxophone 
Eric Revis Ð bass  
Rudy Royston Ð drums  
 
Saturday March 22 - Knucklebean  
Brad Farberman - guitar 
Adam Minkoff - bass 
Nick Anderson - drums 



Matt Silberman - saxophones 
Matt Thomas - saxophones 
Kevin Moehringer - trombone 
Ben Syverson - trumpet 
Phil Rodriguez - trumpet 
 
Sunday March 23 -  Jean Carla Rodea band  
 
Friday March 28 -  The East 3rd St. Ensemble  
Matt Lavelle - trumpet & bass clarinet 
Sabir Mateen - saxophones, winds, & woodwinds 
Clif Jackson - double bass 
David Gould - drums 
 
Saturday March 29 -  The World Is dust The World Is Gold  (CD Release Party!)  
Tomchess Ð tenor, western flute, flutes, ney, oud, mbira, morsing, tuned paracho, ocarina, live 
sampling/loops/fx. 
Jeffrey Hayden Shurdut Ð guitar, alto, flutes 
Dikko Faust Ð trombone, percussions 
Todd Nicholson Ð upright bass 
 
Sunday March 30 -  Price of freedom  
Juan Quinonez Ð guitar 
Michael Wimberley Ð drums  
Plus guests 
 
Sunday April 6 -  Otic Band  
Nabate Isles - trumpet 
Dave Sewelson - baritone saxophone 
Todd Nicholson - bass 
Newman Taylor Baker - drums 
 
Friday April 11 -  Charles Gayle Trio 
Rynn Sawyer Ð Drums  
Shanir Blumenkranz Ð Bass  
Charles Gayle Ð Saxophone  
 
Saturday April 12 -  The Michael Bisio Quartet  
Jay Rosen : percussion 
Stephen Gauci : winds 
Avram Fefer : winds 
Michael Bisio : bass 
 
 
The Vision Festival: June 10 to 15, 2008 !!! 
 


