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Friday February 15 & Saturday February 16 

VISION/RUCMA Series 2008 @ the Living Theatre 
Rob Brown Trio 

Rob Brown: Saxophone Ð Steve Swell:  Trombone Ð Joe Morris: bass Ð Luther Gray : drums 

Present Personic 
Patrick Brennan: saxophone Ð Bern Nix: guitar Ð Lisle Ellis: bass 

Yves Musard (dance; 8:00 PM) & Aura Quartet 
(9:00 PM) 

Andrew Barker: drums Ð Hilliard Greene: bass Ð Sabir Mateen: reeds Ð Charles Waters: 
reeds 

 
 

 
 
What:  Rob Brown Quartet 

  Patrick BrennanÕs Present Personic 

  Yves Musard (8:00 PM) & the premier of the Aura Quartet (9:00 PM) 

Date/Time:  10:30 PM Friday, February 15th – Rob Brown Trio 
  10:30 PM Saturday, February 16th – Present Personic 
    8:00 PM Sunday, February 17th – Yves Musard (dance) 
    9:00 PM Sunday, February 17th – Aura Quartet (premier!) 
 
Place:  The Living Theatre - 21 Clinton Street, between Houston and Stanton  
   F to Delancey Street or J,M,Z to Essex Street 

Cost:   $10 / students and seniors: $7 

Full Info: www.visionfestival.org  

  www.livingtheatre.org  

  Tel. 212.696.6681 

 
Rob Brown Quartet 
Rob Brown Ð Alto saxophone 
Steve Swell Ð Trombone  
Joe Morris Ð Bass  
Luther Gray Ð Drums  
 
 



"...one of the most consistently musical and compelling of the new free-jazz players." 
Boston Phoenix 
 
"Both acerbic and ambitious, Rob Brown's mercurial alto solos are often powered by a sense 
of mystery; he not only deciphers puzzles, he creates them." 
Village Voice 
 

Rob Brown, born in Hampton, VA in 1962, has been playing the saxophone since the 
age of 11. Since he moved to NY in 1984 he has been actively leading groups or collaborating 
regularly with jazz greats, Matthew Shipp, William Parker, Joe Morris, Whit Dickey. 

Rob has also performed and/or recorded with Cecil Taylor, Anthony Braxton, Denis 
Charles, Bill Dixon, Butch Morris, Reggie Workman, Henry Grimes, Roy Campbell Jr., 
Hamid Drake, Fred Hopkins, as well as various dancers, poets, and performance artists. 

Rob Brown will play tonight with his quartet that features Steve Swell on trombone, 
Joe Morris on bass and Luther Gray on drums.  This quartet released its first CD, "Radiant 
Pools" on RogueArt in 2005, and they are presently preparing to record their second CD. 
 
Present Personic 
Patrick Brennan Ð Saxophone 
Bern Nix Ð Guitar 
Lisle Ellis - Bass 
 
Composer & saxophonist Patrick Brennan's Present Personic parallels the more percussive & 
polyrhythmic orientation of his sonic openings under pressure project. Here, the focus is 
especially on music's personics, the individual human elements behind the sounds. The close 
interaction among the three very distinct sensibilities, ears and imaginations of Brennan with 
bassist Lisle Ellis and guitarist Bern Nix (all leaders of their own groups) achieves a theatrical 
personification of the multileveled dynamics of polyrhythm. Richly multidirectional 
improvised music unlike anybody else's. 
  
 
Brennan's an abstract expressionist with chops. He's utterly coherent in his free associative 
improvisations, and he imbues his music with a great deal of timbral and rhythmic variety. 
His compositions are fresh and quite original. Patrick Brennan's a first class saxophonist and 
composer, and his trio is one of the most interesting I've heard in some time. - Cadence 
  
Patrick Brennan listens to, wonders at, wonders about, imagines & plays music. He 
coordinates ensembles, composes & plays the alto saxophone. An attraction to movement, 
change, rhythm & surprise in both music & human consciousness, alongside an interest in 
how people synchronize themselves with all of this keeps him at it. He's recorded eight 
albums of original music as a leader. The most recent is sonic openings under pressure's 
muhheankuntuk on Clean Feed with David Pleasant - densemetriX! and Hilliard Greene - 
bass. http://sonispheric.tripod.com/ 
 
Lisle Ellis is a multifaceted creator whose work reflects his interests in music, visual art, 
computers/technology, and community. As a composer and improvisor-bassist his oeuvre 
spans three decades and two countries and has brought him international recognition as an 
artist with an exceptional vision. Ellis's distinct instrumental voice has been heard in a 
multitude of concerts on the world stage in the company of legends of the avant-garde such as 
Paul Bley, Peter Brotzmann, Andrew Cyrille, Joe Mcphee, and Cecil Taylor; leading 



contemporary players Marilyn Crispell, Dave Douglas, Fred Frith, and John Zorn, and on 
more than 40 recordings for international labels such as Black Saint, DIW, and Hat Art, and 
New World. Currently, Ellis's principal interest is in developing an electro-acoustic 
architecture he calls string-circuitry-confluence. Secondary to that are projects such as his 
long standing trio with Larry Ochs and Donald Robinson called What We Live, Di Terra, an 
Italy based trio with Alberto Braida and Fabrizio Spera, and duos with pianists Paul Plimley 
and Mike Wofford. http://www.lisleellis.com/ http://profile.myspace.com/lisleellis 
 
Bern Nix has played the guitar since the age of 11. Bern studied music and graduated with a 
degree in music education from the Berklee College of Music. Since 1985, he has led The 
Bern Nix Trio. Before leading his Trio, Bern performed and recorded with Ornette Coleman 
from 1975 to 1987 as an original member of the Prime Time Band. The Prime Time Band 
recorded six albums including Dancing in Your Head, Of Human Feelings and Body Meta 
and performed hundreds of concerts around the world. The Bern Nix Trio's first recording, 
Alarms and Excursions (New World Records) was released in 1993, making many top ten 
critics lists. Bern has performed with artists such as, Ornette Coleman, John Zorn, Marc 
Ribot, Elliott Sharp, Jemeel Moondoc, Ronald Shannon Jackson, James Chance, Jayne Cortez 
and Kip Hanrahan. Hailed as one of the greatest jazz guitarists of our time, Bern was voted 
among the top ten jazz guitarists poll by Down Beat magazine. Most recently, Bern composed 
and recorded the score for the feature length documentary, A James Lord Portrait. Bern has a 
solo album coming out on Tompkins Square Records. http://www.myspace.com/bernnix 
<http://www.myspace.com/bernnix> 
 
 
Yves Musard (dance) 8:00 pm 
 
"Impressions" is performed by Yves Musard with the newest recorded bagpipe music of 
David Watson. The peculiar space of the Living Theater offers an interesting interior ground 
to Yves Musard out of doors spatial inspirations. 
Yves Musard is a movement artist based in New York He has collaborated with the 
contemporary bagpiping of David Watson in large public spaces in the USA and abroad. He 
has played also with a palette of  New York downtown musicians 
in the recent past like Ned Rothenberg, Gianni Gebbia. Lukas Ligeti and also Rhys Chatham, 
Fast Forward and Zev. 
 
Aura Quartet (premier!) 9:00 pm 
Andrew Barker Ð drums  
Hilliard Greene Ð bass  
Sabir Mateen Ð reeds  
Charles Waters Ð reeds  
 
Aura Quartet emerges tonight as a fully-formed unit of seasoned improvisers from the "post-
ecstatic" jazz world that is New York. The group has connected previously over many years 
and in various ensembles. Aura mixes fresh again improvisation and composition, free jazz 
and post jazz.  The result is a dynamic music filled with colorful (aura!) sensations and 
sounds.  Please come and celebrate. 
 

Vision/RUCMA Series schedule: 
 
Friday February 22  -  Andrew Lamb Trio 



Andrew Lamb - Flutes, saxophones, clarinets and others 
Tom Abbs Ð Bass 
Warren Smith Ð Drums & percussions 
 
Saturday February 23  - Joe McPheeÕs Trio X 
Joe McPhee - Brass/Reeds 
Dominic Duval - Bass 
Jay Rosen - Drums 
 
Sunday February 24  -   Ensemble: Anti-Social Music 
Show Title: ÒCome To The FrontÓ 
Pieces by: Warn Defever, Peter Hess, Andrea La Rose, Dan Littleton, Pat Muchmore, Charles 
Waters, and John Wriggle 
Players:  
Hubert Chen - violin 
Jean Cook - violin, electric thumb piano 
Warn Defever - electric thumb piano 
Peter Hess - clarinet, tenor 
Bradley Kemp - electric bass, electric thumb piano 
Andrea La Rose - flute, electric thumb piano 
Dan Littleton - guitar, vocals, electric thumb piano 
Pat Muchmore - cello, electric thumb piano 
Philippa Thompson - spoons, bowls, electric thumb piano 
Charles Waters - plastic bags, clarinet, electric thumb piano 
John Wriggle - trombone 
and friends 
 
Friday February 29  -  Other Dimension In Music: 15$ / students: 10$ 
Roy Campbell - trumpet 
Daniel Carter - saxophone & reeds  
William Parker - bass 
Rashied Bakr - drums  
 
March Schedule: 
    
Saturday March 1  - TBD   
 
Sunday March 2  - ÒSearchÓ 
RJ Avallone Ð trumpet, flutes 
Matt Maley Ð tenor saxophone, clarinet 
David Moss Ð bass  
Aaron Scott Ð drums (to be confirmed) 
 
Friday March 7  - LANE / GRASSI / WHITECAGE 
Mark Whitecage - Alto saxophone, clarinet 
Adam Lane - Bass 
Lou Grassi - Drums, percussion 
 
Saturday March 8 - TBD 
 



Sunday March 9 - Synergy Saco Yasuma band 
 
Friday March 14 - "The Invisible Landscape" 
Daniel Carter Ð Reeds 
Nicolas Letman-Burtinovic Ð Bass 
Kirk Knuffke Ð Trumpet 
Gunter Gruner - Drums/composition 
Yusuke Yamamoto Ð vibraphone (to confirm)! 
 
Saturday March 15 - James Keepnews band 
 
Sunday March 16 - HARVEST OF MY TONGUE  
Artist, Michele Blondel. 
Composer: Mossa Bildner 
Arranger: Charlie Gerrard 
Personel: 
Bass: Hilliard Greene 
Trumpet: Roy Campbell 
Sax: Robert Brown 
Vocals: Mossa Bildner 
Drums : Michael Wimberley 
 
Special Guests TBA 
 
Saturday March 22 - Knucklebean ****  
Brad Farberman - guitar 
Adam Minkoff - bass 
Nick Anderson - drums 
Matt Silberman - saxophones 
Matt Thomas - saxophones 
Kevin Moehringer - trombone 
Ben Syverson - trumpet 
Phil Rodriguez - trumpet 
 
Sunday March 23 -  Carla Rodea band 
 
Friday March 28 -  Clifton Jackson band 
 
 
The Vision Festival: June 10 to 15, 2008 !!! 
 


