Arts for Art, Inc. Presents

ISICON
FESTIVAL XTI

THE REVOLUTION CONTINUES

Panel Discussions

What/When: ~ Art in America — A Grassroots Struggle - Friday at Spm
What is “Serious” Music - Sunday at 3pm

Place: downstairs at Angel Orensanz Foundation
172 Norfolk Street, New York, NY

Tickets: Free
More Info: http://www.visionfestival.org or 212.696.6681

New York, NY - Since its inception in 1996, the Vision Festival has been committed to combining social awareness
and presenting the very best music and art. We hold to the belief that art moves people and that to move people is a
powerful political act. The theme of Vision Festival XII is "The Revolution Continues." This year we will speak
about the erosion of the role of art as an integral part of people’s lives. What that means for the community at large
and what that means for the artists trying to eek out a living. What harm has been done with the idea of “Serious”
Art. There will be 2 panel discussions. Admission to the panels is free.

Friday June 22 at 5 pm

Panel Discussion Part I — Art in America: A Grassroots Struggle Fhis panel will address what is already
happening and what we would like to see happen to strengthen the presence of Art in America on a grassroots
community level. We educate our youth to become artists on a university level in different disciplines, yet there is
nowhere for them to make a living as working artists. Artists are left to fend for themselves with little hope for
support from government, foundations or their communities. The venues that support the music that we present are
few and far between. Musicians are forced to continuously travel overseas where their work is supported. But in the
home of its origin this work is often treated like a poor stepchild. This is the case because America does not value its
own creative art. How can we reclaim our position as vital members of society?

Panel members: Amiri Baraka poet/author/performer/organizer, Patricia Nicholson dancer/organizer, William
Parker musician/author/organizer, Marc Ribot musician/organizer, Jo Wood Brown artist/organizer, Steve
Cannon author/organizer

Sunday June 24 at 3 pm

Panel Discussion Part II — What is OSeriousO Music?

Being a presenter of serious music that is neither "classical" nor "popular” creates a unique set of challenges. This
panel, will discuss those challenges and different approaches to meeting them. What is the “given” in our perception

of quality music? We experience art through cultural prejudices that are inappropriate in today’s shrinking world.

Yet because It is so universally recognized as “serious,” it implicitly leaves other cultures accomplishments out of the
equation. To bring attention to this issue, there will be a discussion between artists, educators, writers and funders.
Panel members: Hamid Drake musician, Patricia Nicholson dancer and arts organizer, Dr. Lewis Porter
educator/author/pianist, Roscoe Mitchell composer/musician/educator, Gayle Morgan from Mary Flagler Cary
Charitable Trust and Edward Ficklin from Meet the Composatoderated by Michael Heller



